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Earlier	this	week,	news	broke	that	Samsung	would	offer	South	Korean	customers	who	purchased	a	Note7	an	exchange	option	that	includes	the	ability	to	swap	their	Notes	for	a	choice	of	another	Samsung	device,	at	a	discount.	That’s	nothing	new;	similar	options	are	available	in	United	States	and	other	countries.	What’s	different	about	the	South
Korean	offer	is	the	fact	that	in	addition	to	being	able	to	swap	phones	for	a	Galaxy	S7	or	GS7	edge,	Note7	owners	in	that	country	can	reportedly	also	opt	for	a	discounted	“Note	8”	smartphone,	when	it	becomes	available,	according	to	Reuters.com.	From	Reuters:		“In	a	statement	on	Monday,	Samsung	said	customers	who	trade	in	their	Note	7	phone	for
either	a	flat-screen	or	curved-screen	version	of	the	Galaxy	S7	can	trade	up	for	a	Galaxy	S8	or	Note	8	smartphone	launching	next	year	through	an	upgrade	program.”	A	good	amount	of	speculation	has	made	its	way	around	the	web	following	the	many	turning	points	on	Samsung’s	ill-fated	Note7	timeline	regarding	the	possibility	of	the	company	killing
off	it	popular	“phablet”	brand,	or	at	least	rebranding	the	Note.	Samsung’s	statement	to	Reuters	appears	to	fly	in	the	face	of	those	rumors,	but	a	company	spokesperson	gave	me	some	less	convincing	information:	“As	for	the	reports	on	the	exchange	program	in	Korea,	that	offering	refers	to	the	availability	of	S8	in	that	market	and	is	regionally	specific.
Samsung	has	not	officially	communicated	any	information	about	a	new	Note	lineup,	so	any	reports	referring	to	a	new	Note	device	are	purely	speculation	and	are	not	in	reference	to	any	communications	from	Samsung	on	a	future	Note.”	Despite	Samsung’s	non-committal	response,	other	industry	insiders	and	technology	leaders	believe	Samsung	will
indeed	release	a	new	Note	phone.	“I	don’t	see	them	dropping	the	Note	brand,”	says	Patrick	Moorhead,	president	and	principal	analyst	with	Moor	Insights	&	Strategy.	“I	think	come	January	or	March	—	January	at	CES	or	March	at	Mobile	World	Congress	—	they’ll	come	out	with	a	Note	8.	It	will	look	different,	it	may	be	a	different	color,	they	might	put
a	different	industrial	type	of	coating	on	it.	But	it	will	be	their	high-end	phone	that	not	only	goes	after	high-end	consumers	but	enterprise	as	well.”		Samsung	is	no	newcomer	to	the	world	of	mobile	devices,	and	it’s	made	countless	successful	smartphones.	“Samsung’s	made	a	lot	of	phones,	for	quite	some	time,	years	and	years,”	says	Tuong	Nguyen,	a
principle	research	analyst	with	Gartner.	“This	seems	like	a	bit	of	a	blip	on	the	radar.		[Related:	CIOs	discuss	whether	Note7	recall	hurts	Samsung’s	enterprise	appeal]	Samsung	would	do	itself	an	injustice	if	it	killed	off	the	Note	family,	the	line	that	literally	created	the	whole	modern	phablet	craze.	Both	Samsung’s	overarching	image	and	its	Note	brand
are	taking	a	very	real	hit	due	to	the	recall,	but	the	Note7	was	the	sixth	iteration	of	a	very	successful	and	innovative	mobile	device.	Shuttering	or	rebranding	the	Note	product	line	could	reverse	much	of	the	ground	Samsung	has	gained	in	consumer	hearts	and	minds.	For	years,	the	narrative	in	the	mobile	world	was,	“Samsung	copies	the	iPhone!”	The
Note	flipped	that	story	around,	and	with	the	iPhone	6	Plus,	Apple	started	copying	Samsung.				Samsung	needs	to	atone	for	the	bungled	release	of	the	Note7	and	its	subsequent	mishandling	of	the	whole	situation.	But	killing	the	Note	line	would	eliminate	the	best	way	to	make	people	forget	the	Note7:	Blow	them	away	with	a	best-in-class	Note	8	that,	of
course,	does	not	spontaneously	combust.	AS	Thinkstock	Click	image	to	enlarge	and	see	source	links.	While	one	very	specific	version	of	the	Galaxy	Note	10+	runs	the	newest	iteration	of	the	world's	most	popular	mobile	OS	out	the	box,	all	other	members	of	Samsung's	latest	S	Pen-wielding	handset	family	obviously	came	preloaded	with	Android	9.0	Pie	a
few	months	ago.	But	surprise,	surprise,	the	official	rollout	is	reportedly	already	underway,	at	least	in	Germany	for	both	Note	10	and	Note	10+	users	who	participated	in	the	company's	public	beta	program.	Everyone	else	needs	to	wait	before	getting	a	piece	of	the	action,	although	if	recent	Galaxy	S10,	S10+,	and	S10e	updates	are	any	indication,	an
expansion	to	non-beta	testers	across	various	European	and	Asian	territories	should	happen	fairly	quickly.	By	the	way,	the	S10	lineup	was	initially	scheduled	for	a	January	2020	jump	to	Android	10	as	well,	so	all	things	considered,	today's	deployment	is	not	all	that	shocking.	Especially	after	Samsung	also	kicked	off	its	first	stable	Android	10	rollout	for	a
mid-range	duo	in	India	just	the	other	day.We'll	be	honest	with	you,	we	have	absolutely	no	concrete,	official	information	on	Android	10	US	release	timelines	for	any	Samsung	phones.	But	we	can	certainly	make	a	few	educated	guesses	based	on	how	fast	things	have	been	progressing	internationally.	For	starters,	you	obviously	shouldn't	expect	the	Note
10	lineup	to	beat	the	Galaxy	S10	family	to	the	punch	anywhere	around	the	world.That's	just	how	these	things	go,	and	it	really	doesn't	matter	that	the	Note	10+	is	newer	or	pricier	than	the	Galaxy	S10+.	Secondly,	you'll	want	to	keep	in	mind	that	Samsung	needs	to	work	together	with	US	carriers	to	"optimize"	this	fresh	batch	of	software	tweaks	and
performance	enhancements	for	every	individual	S10	and	Note	10	variant.	Of	course,	there	are	also	unlocked	models	sold	stateside	that	don't	require	any	involvement	from	wireless	service	providers	in	this	optimization	process,	but	for	reasons	we	have	never	been	able	to	comprehend,	these	unlocked	versions	of	Samsung	flagships	often	take	longer	to
score	major	OS	promotions.The	answer	to	that	question	differs	significantly	from	device	manufacturer	to	manufacturer,	as	Samsung,	for	instance,	tends	to	stray	pretty	far	from	Google's	stock	Android	vision	with	its	proprietary	skins.	One	UI	replaced	TouchWiz	last	year	to	almost	universal	acclaim,	and	the	second	iteration	of	Samsung's	newest	user
interface	for	Android	handsets	goes	a	little	lighter	on	the	modifications,	focusing	on	"everyday	simplicity."That	doesn't	mean	your	Android	10	changelog	will	be	short,	including	everything	from	new	full	screen	gestures	(borrowed	from	Google)	to	a	few	small	but	important	one-handed	mode	improvements,	as	well	as	various	security	enhancements
(biometrics	included),	expanded	digital	wellbeing	tools,	a	more	detailed	battery	usage	graph,	and	a	whole	bunch	of	revised	built-in	apps	and	tools	like	Samsung	Internet,	Contacts,	Calendar,	Reminder,	and	Calculator.In	terms	of	the	overall	look	and	feel	of	your	OS,	there	aren't	a	lot	of	radical	changes	in	the	pipeline,	but	you	should	nevertheless	expect
the	update	to	tip	the	scales	at	well	over	1GB	with	loads	of	under-the-hood	improvements	in	tow	that	you'll	undoubtedly	learn	to	appreciate	with	time.	Ever	since	I	first	discovered	Samsung’s	Galaxy	Note	line,	I’ve	been	a	fan.	Yes,	the	phone	is	large,	and	no,	the	S-Pen	stylus	isn’t	something	that	everyone	loves.	But	having	the	ability	to	take	notes	on	my
phone	without	typing	can	be	game-changing	for	a	writer.	And	that	big	screen	has	always	made	this	an	underrated	on-the-go	multimedia	powerhouse.And	all	of	that	stuff	gets	even	better	with	the	latest	Samsung	Note,	the	Note	10	Plus,	an	Android	phone	that	just	may	be	the	best	all-around	companion	device	I’ve	ever	had,	in	large	part	because	of	its
versatility.	There	are	loads	of	productivity	goodies	here	to	get	me	through	the	work	day,	but	enough	fun	and	multimedia	goodness	to	let	me	relax	and	binge	plenty	of	Netflix.	Add	in	stellar	battery	life	(something	few	phones	can	really	claim	these	days),	an	ultra-zippy	processor,	and	arguably	the	most	polished	display	of	any	phone	on	the	market,	and
there	are	times	when	I	can	barely	put	my	Note	10	Plus	down.	It’s	not	quite	a	flawless	Android	phone,	but	it’s	certainly	super-close,	so	if	you	can	afford	the	price	tag	($1,099	off-contract),	this	is	the	way	to	go.	samsung	Samsung	Note	10+samsung	Samsung	Note	10+Now	34%	OffProsAbsolutely	stunning	exteriorAll-day	battery	life	(and	faster	charging,
too!)Screen	recorder	app	is	terrificConsNo	headphone	jackButtons	feel	out-of-placeStill	no	voiceover	features	with	editing	softwareThe	Note	10	Just	Looks	DazzlingPoint-blank,	there	may	not	be	a	prettier	phone	out	there	than	the	Note	10	Plus.	The	Aura	Glow	color	of	the	Note	10	Plus	back	is	instantly	eye-catching,	the	kind	of	phone	that	you	don’t
want	to	cover	up	in	a	case.	How	eye-catching?	I’ve	gotten	comments	and	queries	about	my	Note	10	on	the	train.	The	front	of	the	phone?	This	year,	it’s	all	screen,	6.8	inches	of	AMOLED	goodness,	with	a	max	resolution	of	3,040x1,440	and	some	of	the	most	potent	colors	you’ll	find.	Blacks	look	super-deep,	and	all	colors	pop,	and	the	Note	10’s	overall
screen	brightness	is	potent	enough	to	hold	its	own	in	the	sunlight,	even	if	you	want	to	watch	movies.	Movie-viewing,	quite	naturally,	is	what	this	screen	begs	for	you	to	do,	and	binging	Netflix	or	checking	on	the	Red	Zone	Channel	on	Sling	TV	are	both	magical	experiences.	Not	all	apps	use	the	screen	the	same	(Netflix	takes	advantage	of	the	full	panel,
while	Sling	uses	a	slightly	smaller	form	factor).	But	whatever	you	watch,	expect	to	enjoy	it.	If	there’s	a	downfall	to	all	this	beauty,	it’s	the	fingerprints	that	my	Note	10	consistently	accrues.	Hold	the	thing	for	five	minutes,	and	I’ve	collected	a	police	crime	lab	full	of	them.	The	issue	isn’t	as	noticeable	on	the	screen,	because	the	Note’s	brightness	trumps
such	issues,	but	on	that	Aura	Glow	black,	they’re	constantly	collecting.	SamsungBattery	Life	and	Snappiness	to	the	MaxThat	exterior	is	only	the	start.	The	Samsung	Note	10	Plus	continues	to	impress	the	more	you	use	it,	and	one	of	the	most	noticeable	reasons	is	because	you	can	use	it	heavily	without	the	need	to	constantly	recharge.	Much	like
Google’s	Pixel,	the	Note	10	Plus	has	a	large	battery.	I	use	my	phones	pretty	heavily,	and	I	can	easily	cruise	through	a	full	workday	without	ever	having	to	worry	about	charging	my	Note	10.	When	I	use	the	Samsung	Note	10	Plus,	I’m	consistently	greeted	to	snappy	performance	as	well.	Apps,	even	complex	ones,	load	almost	instantly,	and	the	entire
experience	is	a	joy.	If	you	use	your	phone	mainly	for	web	browsing	and	social	media,	you’ll	find	more	than	enough	power	here,	and	even	more	complex	tasks,	like	video	editing,	work	efficiently.	The	fingerprint	and	facial	recognition	processors	are	also	better	than	they’ve	ever	been.	In	previous	years,	this	was	one	of	the	main	things	separating
Samsung	from	Apple—and	the	placement	of	the	fingerprint	scanner	was	also	an	ever-present	issue.	This	year,	Samsung	has	its	security	tech	down;	everything	is	fluid	and	easy	to	use.	Software-wise,	Samsung	continues	to	cut	down	on	bloatware	on	the	Note	10	Plus,	leaving	you	only	with	goodies	you’ll	want.	The	more	barebones	package	is	refreshing,
with	just	a	single	panel	of	apps,	but	the	good	ones,	like	Microsoft	Office	and	Samsung’s	excellent	and	underrated	Secure	Folder,	remain.	Once	I	added	Instagram,	Facebook,	and	Twitter	to	the	mix,	I	felt	pretty	set.	Room	for	Improvement	In	Camera	SoftwareSamsung’s	new	camera,	meanwhile,	holds	its	own.	It’s	still	not	quite	up	to	the	level	Google’s
fine	Pixel	line,	but	it	does	deliver	strong	shots,	and	its	low-light	modes	are	improved.	So	too	are	the	editing	features	on	the	Samsung	Note	10	Plus,	which	are	accessible	and	easy-to-use	once	again.	As	a	content	creator,	what	I	really	appreciate	is	the	return	of	slow-motion	editing.	This	had	disappeared	(or	been	otherwise	buried	and	I	never	could	find	it
again)	on	the	Note	9,	but	it’s	now	easy	to	access,	which	can	once	again	make	for	fun	fitness	video.	(Need	some	tips	on	using	the	camera?	Check	here.)	The	downer:	There’s	still	no	voiceover	option	available	for	video.	To	be	clear,	this	isn’t	a	knock	on	Samsung,	because	no	Android	phone	offers	that	function	in	its	video	editor	program.	But	this	is	a	win
for	Apple’s	iMovie,	which	continues	to	lead	the	space	as	a	well-rounded	video	editing	software	for	content	creators.	Like	Google’s	Pixel,	Samsung’s	camera	does	the	job,	but	it’s	editing	software	needs	that	extra	layer	to	be	truly	complete,	at	least	for	my	purposes.	The	S-Pen	Can	Read	My	WritingSamsung’s	S-Pen	saw	major	progress	with	floating
controls	last	year,	and	these	all	return.	So	too	does	a	potentially	game-changing	upgrade	if	you’ve	always	wanted	to	be	a	major	note-taker	on	your	phone	(as	I	am).	What	is	that	change?	The	S-Pen	can	now	“read”	your	“writing.”	Use	it	within	Samsung	Notes,	and	you	can	scrawl	whatever	you	want,	then,	with	the	press	of	a	button,	Samsung	will	try	to
convert	that	into	text	that	you	can	then	import	just	about	anywhere	through	a	variety	of	means.	Now,	if	your	handwriting	is	abominable	(as	mine	is),	this	won’t	always	work	flawlessly.	The	Note	10	tried	to	convert	my	note	of	“5	squats”	into	“MYARMS”.	But	when	I	took	my	time	a	bit	more,	it	did	convert	“test,	1-2-3,	Thor”	into	.	.	.	“Test,	1-2-3,	THOR.”
Not	bad.	Don’t	count	on	writing	full	papers	here,	but	this	is	ideal	if	you’re	taking	notes	in	a	meeting	and	want	to	email	yourself	later.	And	really,	having	the	Note	somewhat	legibly	convert	my	chicken-scratch	into	anything	more	readable	was	a	serious	plus.	I	generally	type	every	workout	I’m	going	to	do	before	doing	it,	and	it’s	not	exactly	hard	to	do
that.	But	it	was	even	better	doing	it	with	the	S-Pen,	and	scrawling	extra	notes	on	the	side	of	the	page,	just	like	I	used	to	do	when	I	wrote	workouts	in	a	classic	notebook.	The	S-Pen,	which	is	tucked	into	the	righthand	bottom	corner	of	the	phone	rather	snugly	this	year,	performs	the	rest	of	its	tasks	ably,	too,	and	all	the	note-taking	conveniences	of
previous	years	return	as	well.	If	you	buy	the	Samsung	Note	10	Plus,	hopefully	you	do	so	to	take	advantage	of	what	Samsung	has	to	offer	here;	you	don’t	want	to	miss	it.	But	the	Buttons!Overall,	Samsung’s	Note	10	Plus	is	a	fantastic	device	and	it’s	one	of	the	Android	family’s	crown	jewels,	with	very	few	weaknesses	--	but	there	are	some	things	you	may
wish	it	had.	Most	of	these	are	minor.	You’ll	hear	some	people	complain	that,	for	the	first	time	since	it	hit	the	market,	the	Note	10,	has	no	headphone	jack.	No,	that’s	not	ideal,	but	in	the	time	I’ve	spent	with	the	phone,	I’ve	never	noticed	the	absence	of	a	headphone	jack	unless	another	techphile	was	mentioning	it.	We	live	in	a	world	that’s	Bluetooth
enough,	especially	for	power	users,	that	this	won’t	be	much	of	an	issue.	The	more	pressing	issue	(sort	of	pun	intended)	is	the	shifting	of	the	power	button	to	the	left	side	of	the	phone.	Samsung	has	a	rationale	for	this,	but	it’s	such	a	shift	away	from	the	way	other	phones	do	business	that	it	does	take	a	little	getting	used	to.	Make	no	mistake:	You	can
adjust	to	it,	though,	so	don’t	let	this	be	a	dealbreaker.	Especially	because	the	rest	of	the	phone	is	so	good.	The	Samsung	Note	10	Plus	has	very	swiftly	become	a	go-to	Android	device	for	me,	a	perfect	way	for	me	to	quickly	do	some	work	on	the	go	while	still	having	plenty	of	fun,	too.Ebenezer	Samuel,	C.S.C.S.Ebenzer	Samuel,	C.S.C.S.,	is	the	fitness
director	of	Men's	Health	and	a	certified	trainer	with	more	than	10	years	of	training	experience.	He's	logged	training	time	with	NFL	athletes	and	track	athletes	and	his	current	training	regimen	includes	weight	training,	HIIT	conditioning,	and	yoga.	Before	joining	Men's	Health	in	2017,	he	served	as	a	sports	columnist	and	tech	columnist	for	the	New
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